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1¢ Lonny Guide
(o Upholstery

Think twice before you throw away that old piece of
furniture—an update can give it a new lease on life. We turned to the
experts at Chairloom for a primer on the process

Written by Allegra Muzzille  Photographed by Genevieve Garmuppo

e all been there, Youspot a
chair-durmped on the side of
the road, unloaded at the local
e market. collecting dust in
the cormer of some ﬁ:.ll].‘,ul:[t'l'l
antiques store, But iU's got good bones, you insist, All T
needs 1s new upholsiery,

That's where Molly Andrews: and Tracy lenkins come
in. As co-owners of the Andmore, Pennsylvania-based
Turniture company Chairloom, the doo (with the help
of a top-natch carpentry and upholstery wam) have
reinvented countless pleces ranging from 18005
Teirlesarms stulled with actual Rorsehabe to Battensd
19705 sldewalk finds. Because clients often don’t know | -
where to begin, Andrews encourages (hem o get : e ™ B Al HS
imvolved in the creative process by pinpointing where ; ; . - 1 :.|.'|_dni;inor
and by whaom furndtune will be used, how it will
Tunction, and how firm B should feel. Read on (o see
what else goes into the transformation.
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SMOOTH BACK
This armchair bets [ts modish
metallic-sihver upholsiery.
by Studic Bon, do all the talking.

TUFTING
The back of this 1950s-ara seal fealunes
individual gathers of material that
are crafled into a series of pleats.

Finishing Touches

When it comes to siyling. the
possibilities are endless, Bullons
and tacks are sirictly decorative
louches, although the former are
also usually sewn over tulied
pheats o properly finish a phece.
Cording provides more visual
structure. Andrews suggests defining
3 cushion with \.'\(If'l,5||'ll.: ina
contrasting color; for a less formal
loak, skip the cording altogether

CHAMMEL BACK
The detailing in Eizabeth Benefield's Bella
fioral adds a note of traditional elegance.
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1 Butions
2 Custom cloth buttons
‘- 3 Mails
& Tacks
& Cording
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