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OPPOSITE PAGE:
Bonnee Sharp and
husband Marc Fuller
have filled their home o7 ) )
with fun finds. The large, Sy s
open living room is {’ (&5
home to a vintage lﬂ}

mirror, vintage Lee
Industries chairs,and a
coffee table and side
tables they bought at a

New York Cityflea Uy AT UMUK AAR LYY /T /TYYT O L
market. The jute rugis
from Crate & Barrel. . |
Built-ins house a (LT
number of antiques the ' ' Wa 1\
couple inherited mixed "“"““' .‘.'
$'8°8°4'8°8

with contemporary
items. " "\ XX

THIS PAGE: Sharp

re-covered this antique

French chair in “Bellows”
by Studio Bon Textiles, N AT, -y A\ e
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TEXTILE MAVEN BONNEE SHARP’S COTTAGE IS
BOTH CHARMING AND CONTEMPORARY—THANKS
IN NO SMALL PART TO HER SELF-DESIGNED
FABRICS.

by LAURA KOSTELNY  Photography by TERRI GLANGER
Styled by JENNY O'CONNOR  Flowers by HAILE WOSSEN






THIS PAGE: (left) Homeowner and textile designer Bonnee Sharp. (below) The
exterior of Sharp’s charming cottage. OPPOSITE PAGE: The dining room boasts a
pendant light by Le Klint. The Danish vintage table and chairs are by Poul
Denisen—Sharp re-covered the chairs in bone leather. The curtain panels are
“Oodles” by Studio Bon Textiles.

HINGS COULDN'T BE BETTER FOR BONNEE SHARP. She and husband Mare
Fuller are entertained daily by their 2-year-old daughter Georgia. Her busi-
ness, Studio Bon Textiles, is booming. High-end textile supplier Schumacher
will carry her designs in its New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, Atlanta, Hous-
ton, and Dallas showrooms beginning in August. And she has loved being
able to bring her style to the 1924 M Street cottage she and her family call
home. “We’ve had a contrast with the structure and the style inside,” she
says. “There’s a real push-pull juxtaposition that makes it interesting.”

The Austin native met her husband at SMU, but after graduation, they
took off for separate coasts. Fuller attended law school at Stanford Univer-
sity; Sharp headed to New York City, where she toiled as a copywriter for
an advertising firm. Eventually, “we got back together, got engaged, and we
moved to Los Angeles for a few years,” Sharp says. It was in L.A. that she
began exploring her interest in design at a UCLA extension program.

The couple moved back to Dallas five years ago—Fuller took a job as a
litigator at a local firm, and Sharp began working for noted designer Emily
Summers. “I had read about her, so I got in touch with her, and I began =-
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“We've had a contrast with the structure and
the style inside. There’s a real push-pull
juxtaposition that makes it interesting.”

—BONNEE SHARP

working for her full time,” she says. Once the jobs were secure, they
began what was supposed to be a cautious house hunt. “We were not
ready to buy,” Sharp says firmly. But as fate would have it, they drove
by the gray cottage and noticed an open house. Once they toured the
home, it was over. “It really was love at first sight. Marc and I just
looked at each other and said, ‘Uh-oh.”

At the time, the interiors were anything but modern. “It was defi-
nitely a country cottage,” Sharp says, laughing. “There was stencil-
ing. There was a turkey painted on the wall.” But they loved the open
floor plan—so unusual for Tudors—and immediately saw the house’s
potential. They made an offer, moved in, and went to work. The bones
of the house were solid, so they didn’t have to live in a construction
zone. “The changes we made were primarily cosmetic. We changed
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hardware, lighting, fixtures. We painted.”

Sharp is hard-pressed to choose her favorite room. Initially, she
goes with the living room. And then she moves to the large kitchen.
“Ireally do love our kitchen. It has a bigbreakfast area, and the room
just has a lot of character,” she says. Then, she amends that—“The
floors are actually my favorite thing in the house.” She explains that
the wood floors have been a challenge with a baby—“It’s not a quiet
house,” she says. The original wide-plank pine floors were ebonized,
which gives an almost two-tone effect where the wood resists color
in some places and absorbs it in others.

Alsoaddingcharacterand absorbingcolor in the house are the bright,
contemporary textiles found throughout—most of which are Sharp’s
designs. She began focusing her attention on fabrics while working »»



b

THIS PAGE: The master
bedroom—with its
“Silver Sage" walls—is
both cool and tranquil
with vintage lamps
paired with new
shades; an inherited
bed; framed
photographs by
Bonnee Sharp; and
pillows and curtains in
fabrics from Studio
Bon Textiles.

OPPOSITE PAGE: (left)
A vintage Danish chair
by Poul Denisen and
custom Roman shade
in the stairwell. (center)
The bathroom features
Penny Round tile and
long, gray "Aviator”
tile—both from Ann
Sacks. (right) The
headboard in the guest
bedroom was designed
by Sharp.
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“This house is not perfect. But it
was perfect for us.”

—BONNEE SHARP

for Summers. “I spent a lot of time speccing fabric,” she says. “I knew what
I liked, and I had trouble finding it. So, I thought, why not create a line that
fills that hole?” She went on maternity leave, and after her daughter was
born, she opted not to go back to her old job. Instead, she formed her own
company, Studio Bon Textiles, and has enjoyed great success in two years.
“For all those years that I was a copywriter, I was so excited to be doing
something visual. Designing textiles lets me create something that is really
my own,” she says. When Schumacher came calling, she narrowed her 36
patterns down to 20. “We’ll grow from there,” she says.

With success, of course, comes change, and the Sharp-Fuller home is on
the market. Someone has even placed an offer on it. As with most moves,
it’s bittersweet. “I'll really miss this neighborhood,” she says with a sigh.
“We love our neighbors. It’s such a great place to live—so urban and close
to downtown.” They plan to move into a contemporary home, and just as
they created a contrast on the M Streets, they’ll try to do the same in their
new digs. “We might bring in some more traditional furniture,” she muses,
Sharp hopes the new owners get as much enjoyment from the house as her
family did. “This house is not perfect. But it was perfect for us.”

PLEASE SEE "WHERE TO FIND IT," PAGE 126.
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